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decisive in the elementary origins of combat, it gradu-
ally loses its influence, its weight, in proportion as the
numbers employed increase. Had Napoleon developed
his thought, he would have told us that at the battle of
the Pyramids, a handful of Frenchmen, commanded by
him, had conquered about 30,000 of these Orientals,
though the latter were quite as valiant as, and even
individually superior to, the French.

What is it, then, that determines the result ? What
is it that provides victory ?

Tactics, Order, Manoeuvre.

There are such things as advantageous tactics and
rational fighting dispositions, that is, a combination of
forces set up by the commander. The influence of that
commander, of that directing mind, soon becomes con-
siderable and decisive; it gets the better of the sum of
individual valour whenever the numbers of the fighters
is large, as, for instance, at the Pyramids. Let us
learn a lesson from this. In the presence of such a
situation, let us admit self-examination and confirm our
conclusions.

We, the French, possess a fighter, a soldier, undeniably
superior to the one beyond the Vosges in his racial
qualities, activity, intelligence, spirit, power of exalta-
tion, devotion, patriotism: he is the mameluke as
opposed to the French cavalrymen.

If we are beaten, ij will be due to the weakness of pur
tactics. Let us then find, and provide our soldiers with,
those tactics which get the better of numbers and valour
as at the Pyramids; which will doubly enable us to get
the better of an army the individual valour of which is

inferior to our own.

*

In what direction shall we look for that combination
the existence of which can no longer be disputed ? Is
that combination to consist in attempting to inflict a
high total of losses on the enemy? in doing him the
greatest possible harm by opposing to him better guns,
better rifles, or more guns and more rifles ? Shall ottr
combination attempt to secure a superiority through
physical effects, or shall it, on the contrary, try to attain
the result by means of effects of a different kind ? This
is what we shall settle after analysing the psychological
phenomenon of battle.